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Xn-cp-hm-Xn-c-bpw Ign-™p, ]p-W¿-X-hpw Ign-™p. ssI-t°m-́ p sXm-́ n-́ n√ c≠p Zn-h-
k-hpw.- ]ns∂ A-sX-Sp-°p-tºmƒ Hcp aSn. [\p HSp-hm-bn. F∂n-́ p-ap-≠v ]m-e-°m-S≥
Im-‰v, Htem-°n¬-\n-∂v Du-Xpw-t]m-se Du-Xp-∂p. Cu Npcw IS∂p hcp∂ hn-Zzm≥- sXm-
´m-ep-≠-t√m, ta-sem-s° Hcp sam-fn s]m-¥pw.- F-¥n-\v, BsI DW-ßpw kky-ßƒ Iq-
Sn. F{X th-K-am-Wv aÆv hc-≠-Xv! Ct∏mƒ Xs∂ ssh-In-t∏m-bn. ct≠ c≠p Zn-h-k-
Øn-∂p-≈n¬ hm-g-bv°p sh≈w sIm-Sp-°-Ww. th-ep-hn-\v BsI ]Øp tXm-Sm-Wv. F-
\n-°v At© D≈q. H∏-am-Wv ]Wn Xp-S-ßn-b-Xv, A-h-∂n-\n As©-Æta D≈q. F\n-
°v Xn-I-®pw aq-s∂Æw aq-S-Ww. Bbmƒ BZyw ap-gp-an-∏n-°pw F-ßn-t\-tbm? Ip-\n-
™p-\n-∂v B ]m-d-t]m-esØ a-Æn¬ "sIm-tSmw sIm-tSmw-' F∂ßp sIm-Øn a-sÆ-Sp-
Øßp ho-in-sb-dn-bm≥ Xp-S-ßn-bm¬ B\ h-∂m-epw Adn-bn√ CjvS≥. \mep ssI-
t°m-́ p sIm-Øp-tºm-tg°v F\n-°v Xp-ºn-ssI-h-Æ-Øn-em-Wv izm-kw hcn-I. F∂m-
epw Rm≥ ]n-Sn-®p-\n¬-°pw.- A-hs‚ F -̈]-Xpw Fs‚ \m-ev]-Xpw.- \m-ev]-Xs√ D≈q?
C-Xp-hsc Im-gvN-bv°v henb hy-Xym-k-sam-∂p-an-√. A-hs‚ hm-g-°pw h∂n-́ p-≠v Bdp
Iq-ºv. Ip-Xn-®n-tßm-́ p t]m-∂n-cn-°p-∂p c≠pw.- F∂m-tem, Cu £o-Ww km-c-an-√. Hm-
tcm Iq-ºpw hen-™p-h-∂n-́ -ßs\ hn-cn-bp-a-t√m. B kz¿-K-am¿-±hw IÆn-s‚ ap-ºn-
sem-∂p Im-Wp-tºm-tg°v AXp-h-csØ £oWw Xo¿-∂p. Po-h-t\m-Sp≈ { -̀a-am-W-Xv. ]p-
Xp-Po-h≥ Ifn-®p-b-cp-∂Xv Im-Wm≥ Hcp \n-e-bv°mØ Iu-Xp-Iw! kp-µ-cn-am¿ X-s∂-bm-
Wv Cu ssX-hm-g-Iƒ. DSp-sØm-cp-ßn \n¬-°p∂ kp-µ-cn-am¿.

Im-\-en-√mØ sh-bn-te-dvsIm-≈p∂ ÿ-ew. \q-‰-º-XSn \o-f-Øn-epw F -̈]-XSn ho-
Xn-bn-epw.- AXn¬ ]Xn-∏-ØSn Zq-c-Øn¬ At\ym-\yw ssI-bpw \o-́ n, Htc hep-∏w, Htc
D-S-bmS Htc Ne-\w; BSn-°p-g-™-ßs\ \n¬-°p-I-bm-Wv. BsI Hcp \q‰n-cp-]Xv s] -̈
In-Sm-ßƒ. Hcp ]p-Xnb kr-jvSn \-S-°p-I-bm-W-hn-sS. Hcp ]p-Xnb tem-Iw. ]p-Xp-Po-h-
t‚-Xmb Hcp kap-{Zw; ]®-∏-́ -I-fp-sS Xn-c-ame s]m-ßn-bpw Xm-Wpw \n¬-°p-I-bm-Wv!

]p-e-cp-tºmƒ Xp-S-ßn-b-Xm-Wv. thep \n¿-Øm-\p≈ ̀ m-h-sam-∂p-an-√. In-f-°-s´. Nßm-
Xo, Cßs\ Xm-gvØn-bm¬ ̀ q-an-bp-sS thcv ]p-g-ßpw.-

I-≠n-t√, In-f-bv°p-tºmƒ B ssI-∏-e-I-bp-sS ]n-∂n-esØ Hm-tcm In-Wdv, Ibvt°m-
´n-tßm-́ p h-en-bv°p-tºm-tg-bv°v ]n≥ Iøn-t∑¬ Hm-tcm d-∫¿-∏-¥pw.- In-X-∏v! Hcp s\-
Sp-ho¿-∏p t]m-ep-an-t√, a-\p-jy, X\n-bv°v?

ap-°m¬-tXm-Sp aq-Sn, Rm≥ FS-bpw In-f-®p. F\n-°n-\n hø. sh-bn-en-\v \√ Nq-Sp-≠v.
Ah-c-h-cp-sS hm-g-bp-sS Np-h-́ n-e-ßs\ Xf¿-∂n-cn-°m≥ Hcp ck-sam-s°-bp-≠v. i-cn-
bm-Wv. DØ-cn-bw-sIm-≠v ho-in-Ø-cp∂ Hcp kp-µ-cn-s∏-Æp-X-s∂-bm-Wv ssX-hm-g!

""-F¥m IΩ-tf, Xf¿-t∂zm?''- Hcp ssI-t°m-́ v aÆpw sIm-Øn-sh®v ]n-Sn-sh v́ c≠p-I-
øpw IqSn hm-bv°-Sp-Øp-sh®v "l' Fs∂m-cp izm-kw hn-́ n-́ v Hcp Xn-cp-Ω-ep-≠v, ab-s∏-
Sp-Øm≥,- AXpw Ign-™v ssI-t°m-́ n-t∑-se-bv°p-Xs∂ I\n-bp-tºmƒ Xn-cn-™p-t\m-
°n Hcp Nn-cn-bpw Nn-cn-®p-sIm-≠v thep tNm-Zn-®-Xm-Wv.

""-X-f¿-∂p Nßm-Xn; aXn-bm-°n. Rm≥ Xs∂-t∏m-se Nm-hm≥ Hcp-°-an-√.''
thep \n-∂p. ""-i-¶c≥ IΩ-sf-t∏m-te∂v ]d-bn≥...''- thep B tXm-́ -Øn-s‚ hS-°p-

In-gs° aq-e-bn-ep≈ ho-́ n-∂p t\-sc-sbm-∂p t\m-°n. £o-Wn-®m¬ At∏mƒ ]d-bpw
thep "i-¶-c≥-I-Ω-fp-'sS Im-cyw.- ]m-hw! B sN-dnb ho-́ n-se sN-dp-∏-°m-c-\m-bn-cp-∂p.
C°-gn™ Nn-ßy-Øn¬ HmWw Ign-™v A©n-s‚ At∂m A-Xn-s‚ ]n-t‰-t∂m BWv
Abmƒ Ign-™-Xv. ""-tlm! ct≠ c≠p-Zn-h-ksØ ]\n! B Icn-º-\-t]m-esØ XSn ]q-
hp-t]m-se Bbn.''- thep ]d-bpw.- Bbm-fm-Wv Chn-sS I-gn™ sIm-√w hm-g-sh-®-Xv. \m-
ev]-sØm-∂p hmg! C-s°m-√w B Ip-gn-Ip-Ønb Imew h∂-t∏m-tg-bv°v B-bmƒ-°p≈
Ipgn Ip-Øn-°-gn-™p!

X-Sn-t]m-se-Ø-s∂, Fs¥m-cp ckn-I-Ø-am-bn-cp-∂p i-¶c≥ \m-b¿-°v! Bbm-fm-Wv
BZyw ]d-™p-tI-́ Xv "Fs‚ \m-ev]-sØm-∂p kp-µ-cn-am-cv' F∂v. B th-\-°m-eØv
Rm≥ \n-Xyw ssh-Ip-t∂cw Cu C-S-h-gn-bn-eq-sS t]m-Im-dp-≠v. Cu hm-g-tØm-́ -sam-∂p
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Im-Wm≥ Xs∂. Hcp t\-cnb ap-≠pw ]p-X®v ssI-bpw-sI´n hm-g-bpw t\m-°n Bbmƒ A-
h-bv°n-S-bn¬ em-Øp-∂Xp Im-Wmw.- B em-Ø-epw B hm-g-I-fp-sS N¥-hpw B t\m-́ -
hpw B ap-°n-se F-c-™n-]qØ hm-k-\-bpw XmW sh-bn-epw F√mw-Iq-Sn ]-Øp-an-\p-s -́
¶n-epw \n-Xy-hpw Fs∂ Chn-sS ]n-Sn-®p-\n¿-Øn-bn-́ p-≠v, \n¿-Øpw Bcm-bm-epw \n-∂p-
t]m-hpw.-

B-bm-fp-sS IÆn-esØ B Xn-f-°-ap-≠-t√m, Ip-Xn-®p-b¿-∂v Iq-ºn-hn-cn-bp∂ ]®-Po-
hs‚ t\¿-°p≈ A-Xym¿-Øn-bp-sS an-∂n-® -̨A-Xm-Wv hm-kvX-h-Øn-ses∂ hm-g-sh-
bv°m≥ t{]-cn-∏n-®-Xv.

th-ep-hn-t\-bpw.- ]t£, AX-h∂v ]d-bm≥ Adn-bn-√. A-t{X D≈q. Ahs‚ a\- n¬
In-S-∂-ßs\ ap-g-ßp-∂p-≠v. AXm-Wv, sXm-́ -Xn-∂p sXm-́ -Xn-∂v A-h-\n-ßs\ tX-́ p-∂-Xv. ""-
i-¶-c≥-I-Ω-fv, i¶-c≥-I-Ω-fv'' F-∂v.

""-i-¶c≥ IΩ-sf-t∏m-te∂v ]d-bn≥''- thep AXp ]d™p F-∂p-Xt∂ D≈q. AXpw
B t\m-́ -hpw Ah≥ Xf¿-∂p; ct≠ c≠p ssI-t°m-t´ ]ns∂ sIm-Øo-́ p-≈q. thep a-
Xn-bm-°n, ssI-t°m-́ pw sh-®v, Asß hm-g≥-tNm-́ n¬ h-∂n-cn-∏m-bn. F∂n-́ v, ssI-s]m-
¥n-®v hm-g≥-Ip-c-en¬ X∏n ap-dp-°m≥-]m-f-sb-Sp-Øp ap-ºn¬-sh®v A-gn-°p-I-bm-bn. Aßn-
s\-bm-Wv; £o-Wn-®m¬ aq-∏¿-s°m-∂p ap-dp-°-Ww. F∂n-́ v ""-c≠p sXm≈ sXu-Xm-cn-
®m¬''- ]n-s∂-bpw sN-ømw A{X-bv°{X ]Wn. F-\n-°m-sW-¶n-tem, Ft∏mƒ ap-dp-°n-bm-
epw Rm≥ £o-Wn-°pw.- Fßn-s\-bm-W-∏m, ]p-I-bne Cßn-s\ N-h-bv°p-∂-Xv! F∂m-
epw ]p-I-bn-e-bv°v H-cm-I¿-j-I-Xz-ap-≠v. Hcmƒ AXp-]-tbm-Kn-°p-∂Xp I-≠m¬ a¡mƒ-
°pw th-Ww. Rm≥ X∏n-∏n-Sn-®v Hcp _o-Un-sb-Sp-Øp IØn-®p.

C\n B ap-dp-°ßp Ign-™m¬ Xp-S-ßpw Hcp IY. F-∂pw ]p-Xnb H∂v. A[n-I-hpw
kzm-\p-̀ -hw. A-Xn-ep-ap-≠v ]p-Xp-a. ̀ q-cn-̀ m-K-hpw Xm-\pw,- cm-{Xn-Im-e-ß-fn¬ ̀ m-c-X-∏p-g-bp-sS
aW¬-Øn-́ n¬ kp-e-̀ -am-bn {]-Xy-£-s∏-Sm-dp≈ hn-hn[ tZ-h-X-I-fpw X-Ωn-ep≈ sI-́ n-a-dn-
®-ep-I-fp-sS IY-I-fm-Wv. A-ßn-s\-sbm-cp IY-bpw ]d™v hen-s™m-∂p Xp∏n B-bmƒ
ho-≠pw ssI-t°m-́ n-t∑-te-bv°p Ip-\n-bpw.- ""-sIm-tSmw sIm-tSmw''- F∂p tIƒ-°mw ]n-
s∂. B ]m-d-t]m-esØ aÆn¬ X´n ssI-t°m-́ n-t∑¬-\n-∂v Xo-∏-d-°pw.-

C-∂p-ap-≠m-hpw Hcp IY. aq-∏cv hn-kvX-cn-®p ap-dp-°p-∂p-≠v. sh-bn¬ sas√ aq-°p-I-
bm-Wv. AXn-epw ]-cp-°-\m-Wv Cu Icn-º-\-°m-‰v. F∂m-epw Cu hm-g≥-]-́ -I-fp-sS Np-h-
´n-esØ hn-SmØ XWp-∏p-≠-t√m, AXv thKw £oWw Xo¿-°pw.-

i-¶-c≥-\m-b-cp-sS ho-Sn-s‚ ]Sn-™m-dp-]p-dsØ \n-g-en-∂p I-́ n-Iq-Sn-Øp-S-ßn. ]m-hw!
B hoSv Cs°m-√sØ hm-g≥-Ir-jn-bpw \n∂p Im-Wp-I-bm-Wv.

""-A-t∏m-tg-bv, IΩ-tf, thep CXv \n-ß-sf-t∏m-se \-Sm-SsØ H∂p-a√, Cu hm-g-sh-
t∏bv ]-Øn-cp-]-Xp-sIm-√w ap≥-]v CXm \n-ßsS {]m-b-Øn-ev A-Sp-∏n-®v aq-∂p-sIm-√w sh®p
hmg. aXn-bm-°pw sN-bvXp.''- hm-bn-se ap-dp-°m-s\m-∂v G¬-°q-Sm≥-th≠n aq-∏cv \n¿-
Øn. \t√m-Ww H∂p Nh-®p. F∂n-́ v \o´n Hcp Xp-∏pw Xp-∏n. Ahn-sS Bk-Iew Hcp tNm-
c-{]-f-bm. F∂n-́ v, ]p-I-bn-e-°-jWw Np-cp-́ n aS°n C-Øn-cn Np-Æm-ºpw Iq´n sR°n ap-
J-ap-b¿-Øn hmb \-t√m-Ww Xp-d∂v AXp a≠n-́ p-sIm-Sp-Øp. Xe-bn¬ c-≠p-ssI-bpw
h®v Hc-a¿-Ø-epw.- ckw ]n-Sn® Fcp In´n F-∂¿-Yw.

""-A-t∏m, Ft¥ aXn-bm-°n-b-Xv? Im-b-bv°v hne D-≠m-bn-cp-∂n-√, At√?''
""-F-bo, she! A∂sØ sh-ebm sa-®w. C∂v Ip-e°v B-dp-dp-∏n-I, Ggp-dp-∏nI In-́ p-

∂p. AXp sIm-Sp-Øm¬ Hcp ]d s\-√pw In-́ pw.- A∂p Ihn-™m¬ Hcp-dp-∏n-Ibm In-́ vm.-
]t£, AXn-∂v c≠p-]d s\-√pw In-́ pw.''

""-AXp icn-bm-Wv. ]ns∂ Ft¥ hm-g-sh∏v \n¿-Øn-b-Xv?''
""-hm-g-sh-®m¬ aXn-tbm, Ipe th-t≠?''
A-Xpw icn-bm-Wv. "I¿-Ω-tWy-hm-[n-Im-c-tkvX' F∂pw ]-d™v Bcpw t\-{¥-hm-g-bv°v

sI-f-°n-√.
A-sXt¥ th-ep, Ip-e-s°-¥p-]-‰o?''
""-lpw hm-g-sh®p Xn-cn-°q-́ n.''- \√ \\-bpw \\-®p. Xn-cp-hm-Xnc Rm-‰p-th-e-h-∂v, Im-Spw

]S-epw Hs° ]-®-∏-t∏m, Fs‚ hm-g-s°m-s° Hcp a™-\n-dw. ]-g-\n-°v t]m-hm≥ \n¬-
°pw t]m-se, Dd-∏n-Sn-®-Xm. sIm-f-Øn-ev sh-≈-a-ßs\ \n-d™p \n¬-°zm.- aøw adn®
tXm-́ n-sem-s° sam-e°v sh-≈w. Xp-d-∂p-hn-t´zm?- Fß´m hn-S-W-Xv! tXm-Sp-Io-dp-tºm AXp
t\m-°o-e. hm-g-°n-g-ßpw-Iq-Sn No-™m-t]m-bn.''
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Rm≥ Np-‰p-]m-Spw t\m-°n. Xn-cp-hm-Xnc Rm-‰p-the C-s°m-√-hpw D≠-t√m. sh≈w
Ftßm-́ p hn-Spw?

""-\n-ß-f-sXm-∂pw t\m-°≠. FtSm-gn Xm-W-Xm. thep I-W-°m-°n-bn-cn-°p-Wp. Hcp
Xp≈n sh≈w \n¬-°n√ C-Xn-ev. Ign™ sIm-√w i¶-c≥-I-Ωfv sN-bvXXv AX-t√?

B-hq! c£-bp-≠v.
""-]n-s∂sØ sIm-t√mw thep hm-g-sh-®p. Xn-cp-h-m-Xn-c-Rm-‰p-th-e-sbm-∂pw As°m-√w

]‰n-®n-√'', thep Hcp Nncn Nn-cn-®p. ""-A-ßSv FØo-e. taSw ap-∏-Xm-b-∏-g°v sIm-fw h‰n.
Ip-gn-®n-́ pw Ip-gn-®n-́ pw Hcp Xp≈n C√. BZy-sØ ]qag h∂-∏-g-bv°v, G, tl, hm-g-sh®
ÿ-ew-Iq-Sn C√!''

]S® Xºp-cm-t\, Cs°m-√w \o NXn-°-t√!
""-sh®q hmg aq-∂mw sIm-t√mw.- atgw s]bvXp Hd-∏-‰o-Xp-√. Ip-tew Ip-e-®p. c≠p sIm-

√sØ tN-tXmw Xo¿-∂p. amSw sI-́ n, thep Im-h-epw sXm-S-ßn...- Ccp-]-sØ-́ p-Ip-e-bp-≠v,
Xp-ºn-°-øpw B´n Aßs\ Ip-Wp-ßn \n¬-°p-∂p. A-s°m-√m-Wv thep Ieym-Ww Ign-
®-Xv. Ieym-tWmw I-gn-™v, \m-emw Ieym-W-Øn-∂v s]-Æn-t‚m-S-bv°v t]m-b-Xm. aS-ßn-h-
∂-t∏m, Fs‚ IΩ-tf, Hcp s\c hm-g-bn-≠v Aßs\ sR-́ n-Ø-cn-®v \n¬-°p-∂p. F¥m
]-d-bzm HS-a-ÿ-t\m-Sv®n-́ v. Ip-e-b-s√? AXv B-Wp-ßfv sIm-t≠m-bn.''

H∂p Xp-∏n. tIm-dmb c≠pw Xp-S®v thep ]d-™p: ""-thep hm-g-sh-∏pw \n¿-Øn.''
]u-cp-j-Øn-s‚ t\¿-°v B™-Sn® aq-∂-Sn. Hcp-Ø≥ ssI-t°m-́ p sh-®m¬ AZv̀ p-X-

an-√. ]t£, im-kv{Xw \n¿-̀ m-Ky-ßsf AXn-Po-hn-°m≥ ]Tn-∏n-°p-∂p. Ct∏mƒ ]m-Xm-f-
Øn-ep-≠v sh≈w F∂p-sh-®m¬ ]p-d-Øp-sIm-≠p-h-cmw.- ]ºp-≠v. ]ns∂ I≈-t\m! A-
ß-s\-bp-≠-t√m cm-{Xn In-kvX-Sn-∏n-°p∂ Hcp K-h -̈sa-‚ v! tdj≥ Im-e-Øv, tNm-dp-sIm-
Sp-°m-sX tXm-́ w Im-°p∂ Hcp b{¥-\m-b-bm-Wv Bh-iyw.- AXpw h-cpw hgn-tb.

""-]n-s∂ Ign-™-sIm-√w i¶-c≥-I-Ωfv Ipsd £Wn-®p.''- B-bm-fp-sS apJw ]Xn-hn-
tesd Ku-c-h-s∏-́ n-cp-∂p. i-¶-c≥-I-Ωfv F∂p ]d-bp-tºm-tg°v Fhn-sS-\n-∂m-Wv C-{X-
sbm-s° Bth-iw!

""-I-gn-™-sIm-√-sØ hmg I≠-t∏m-gm-Wv th-ep-hn-\v Hcp ""]q-Xn' Xp-S-ßn-b-Xv, At√?''
""-AXv B Cw-•o-jp hf-an-s√? AXn-́ n-́ p≈ ]p-f-∏m. F¥m AXn-s‚ t]-cv...''
""-A-tam-Wn-bw kƒ-t -̂s‰m? t_m -̈ao¬-tkm?''
""-\n-ßfm c≠m-aXv ]d-™-Xv. AXm Ip-e-bv°v Kp-Ww.''
""-AXv \Ωƒ-°v Cs°m-√-hpw hmßn CS-Ww.''
""-]-t£, i¶c≥ IΩ-fp-sS hmg I≠n-s´m-∂z√ thep F-f-Io-Xv. AXm i¶c≥ IΩsf

I≠n-́ m. Hm, F¥v s]m≥-I-Xn-cp-t]m-esØ Ip´n Bbn-cp-∂p!''
""-A-tX, ]q-h≥-]gw t]m-esØ Hcp tZ-lw. IÆn¬ \n-∂-ß v́ ad-bp-∂n-√.''
""-lpw \n-ßfv tZtl I≠n-́ p-≈q. AXn-epw ]-Ø-c-am-t¡-cv∂v a\- v. tIƒ-°-tWm Hcp

IY?''
A-tX, thep Ct∏m-sg IY-bn-t∑-te°v FØn-bn-́ p-≈p. Xp-S-ßp-I-bm-bn. B \o-́ n-bpw

Ip-dp-°n-bpw-sIm-≠p≈ Cu-W-°-hpw kz-c-hpw B henb hm-bn¬-°q-Sn ]p-d-s∏-Sp-tºmƒ
AXn-∂p-s≠m-cp ckw th-sd-Ø-s∂. B h-c-fp∂ a -̈I-́ -I-fn¬-\n-∂p ]p-d-s∏-Sp∂ hm-
k-\-bp-≠-t√m, AXv th-ep-hn-s‚ IY-bv°v Hcp \√ {ip-Xn-]n-Sn-°m≥ t]m-te BWv. ""-\m-
ev]-sØm-∂p hmg sh-®p, IΩ-fv.''- thep Xp-S-ßn. \m-ev]Xp t\-{¥-bpw Hcp ]q-h-\pw.- cm-
hp-an-√, ]I-ep-an-√, IΩsf Im-Wmw hm-g-tØm-́ -Øn-ev. IΩfv Im-Wm-sX Iqºp h∂n-́ n-√,
B hm-g-s°m-∂pw.- Hcp Im° h∂n-cn-°m≥ kΩn-Xn-®n-́ n-√. A-ßn-s\ hmg Hs° Ip-e-
®p, IXn¿-∏q-Nn-∂n, G-gp-No¿-∏v, F´p-No¿-∏p-≠v Hm-tcm-∂n-epw.- ]o-Sn-I-Ø-e-°se sam-bvXo≥-
am-∏nf Hcp Zn-hkw hn-fn-®p-]-d-™p: ""-\-t√m-Ww t\m-bvt°m-fo≥-\m-b-cq-t´y. C-tXm-≠v
\n-ßsS IjvS-∏m-Sv Xo-cpw.''- t\-cm-bn, I-jvS-∏m-Spw Xo¿-∂p. C\n B IΩƒ-°v Hcp IjvS-
∏m-Spw C-√-t√m Cu tem-I-Øn-ev...''

thep \n¿-Øn. Abm-fp-sS IÆp-Iƒ ]Ip-Xn A-S-™n-cp-∂p. ac-W-Øn-\p ap≥-]n¬
C{X _lp-am-\-tam! C-X-km-[m-c-W-am-Wv. aq-∏cv IY Xp-S-ßn-bm¬ \n¿-Ø-en-√. b{¥-∏-
ºn¬-\n-∂v sh≈w hcp-tºm-se \n¿-Øm-sX Aßn-s\ sNm-cn-b-em-Wv ]Xn-hv. ]t£, A-
sXm-∂pw i¶-c≥-I-Ω-fp-sS IY-b-√-t√m!

hm-g≥-]-́ Iƒ De-®p-sIm-≠v Hcp X≈v Im-‰p-Iq-Sn I-S-∂p-t]m-bn.
""-F-∂n-́ v?''- Rm≥ Bbm-fp-sS k¶-ev]-Øn-∂v Hcp \p-≈p-sIm-Sp-Øp.
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Imb sas√ sXm-Sw ho-sWm-S-ßn. \√ Btbmw \o-tfmw D≈ B\-s°m-ºp-t]m-se.
IΩfv CXm Ah-sS-Øs∂ Hcp am-tSmw sh®p sI-́ n. AXn¬-h∂p sI-S-°pw cm-{Xn. H-‰-
bv°v. tIm-Sw-a-tg-\ow t]Sn C√; sN-Ip-Øm-t\w t]-Sn-√. IΩ-fp-sS AΩ-bp-≠-t√m, Ieym-
Wn-Ø-ºp-cm-́ n, tIm¬-Øn-cn-bpw IØn-®v h∂p-t\m-°pw ]m-Xn-c-bv°v. H-‰-a-I-\-t√? AΩ
h∂m¬ aI≥ ip-sWvTy-Sp-Øp. ""Cu a-g-®m-d-ep-sIm-≠v Cu X≈ NØp-]q-hpw.''- aI≥ ]-
td-WXv tIƒ-°mw.- ]t£, X≈ NØn-√. aI-t\m...?''

]n-s∂-bpw \n¿-Øn th-ep. F¥v! kz¥w aI-s\-∏‰n H-c-—-∂p-t]m-epw D≠m-hm≥ hø
Cu ssh-h-iyw.- Rm≥ ho-́ n-∂p-t\sc t\m-°n. B ]p-c-bp-sS am-dm-e-sI-́ nb ]-Sn-™m-
sd®pacp-≠p Icp-hm-fn-®-ßs\ \n¬-°p-∂p.

thep Xp-S-ßo. ""-Imb aq-Øp. IΩƒ-°v as‰m-cp Nn¥ C√. B, Rm≥ ]d-bm≥ ad-∂p.
hm-g-bv°v Du-∂n-Sp-∂-Xt√ Im-W-≠-Xv? hmg Adn-bn-√. sNØn Iq¿-∏n® ap-f-bp-sS A‰w
Io-gvt∏m-́ m-°n \n∂ \n-ev]n¬ B™v \n-e-sØm-cp Ip-Øm-Wv. ap-́ n-\pw-ao-sX B-g-Øn-em-
bn. B\-h-en-®m¬ De-bn√ Du-s∂m-∂pw B X-Sn-an-Sp-t°-bv...- ]t£, B D∂p-th-Ww.
F¥m Ipe! c≠p Ie Gs‰-W-¶n-ev C∂m-́ n-ev Ht∂m ct≠m Btf D-≈q.''- thep X∂-
Øm≥ H∂p t\m-°n. B B-Xvam-̀ n-am-\-Øn-∂p-t\sc F\n-°v Akqb tXm-∂n.

""-F-¥n-\m ]td-W-Xv! Cu sI-́ n-°m-hev Hs° D≠m-bn-́ pw Ipe cs≠Æw t]m-bn. H‰-
cm-{Xn cs≠-Æw!''

""-\n-ß-sf¥p ]d-bp-∂p.''- F∂ A¿-Y-Øn-em-hmw thep Fs‚ t\¿-s°m-∂p t\m-°n.
F¥p ]d-bm-\m-Wv, {km-hn-s\ ]n-Sn-°p∂ he-bv°v he hn-gp-ßp∂ {km-hp-≠m-hp-tºmƒ!

""-I¿-°-S-I-Øn-se IdpØ hm-hm. t\cw sh-fn-®m-bn t\m-°p-ºw c≠p Ipe C√. Ccp-
Øw sIm-t≈zm IΩƒ-°v! I-Ωfv Ipsd Ic-™p. Bsc-sb-∂n-√m-sX Ipsd i]n-®p. B
sNm-I∂ IÆpw Np-c-am-¥n-\n¬-°p∂ tIm-temw.- \-S∂p Aßm-So-ev s\-d-®v, Iq-Smb Iq-
sSm-s° s]m-fn-∏n-®p. I≈≥ sIm-≠p-t]m-bo hn-‰n-́ v ]gp-∏n-°m≥ sh-®n-́ p-t≠m F∂p
t\m-°m-t\-bv. HSp-hn-ev s]m-eo-kn-te-bv°p≈ s]m-d-∏m-Sn-t∑-em-bn. AXn-\p I-Ωƒ-s°m-
cp aSn-bpw.- c≠p Ipe At√ t]m-bp-≈p? A-hn-sS sIm-≠p-t]m-bn sIm-fp-Øym¬- ]ns∂
F-s¥m-s° sN-ehm h∂q-Svm!- Ac-°m-iv t]m-tW-SØv a-cn-°W ]p-≈y-t√? Np-cp-°-
Øn¬ ]d-b-s´. sIm-sd A-ßSv ]m-bpw.- Ipsd CßSv ]m-bpw.- HSp-°w ]n-Sn-Iq-Sn I≈-s\.
Fßn-s\bm aW-Ø-dn-™Xv F∂v F-\n-°n-∏-gpw Xn-cn-™n-́ n-√. A∏-tg°v tI-́ -dn-s™-
tXy-tem F√m Zp-jvS-∑m-cpw.- i¶-c≥-I-ΩsS Im-b-°pe t]m-tb-ep≈ sh-k-t\m-∂z√ \m-
´p-Im¿-°v. H-cp-Ø≥ Ip-Sp-ß-WXv Im-Wm-tem. ]o-Sn-tIev s\-d®v B-tfzm-fv, AIØv I≈-
\pw Im-b-°p-e-bpw.''

Fs‚ Pn-⁄m-k°v Im-°m≥ høm-Xm-bn. ""B-cm-bn-cp-∂p I≈≥.''
thep Hcp \n-an-jw an-≠m-Xn-cp-∂p. ""-AXv ]d-bmw.''- aq-∏cv D¬-°-WvTsb \o-́ n-s°m-≠p-

t]m-hm≥-X-s∂bm ̀ m-hw.
Cu-Spw ap-́ p-am-b-t∏m I≈≥-X-s∂-b-ßSv IΩsf hn-fn-®p. Ip-d-®p-Iq-Sn AI-tØ-bv°p

hen-™n-́ p Im-cyw ]d-™p. ""-I-≈-°¿-°-Sm-am-kw. AS-®p-]n-Sn® ag. Ad-Øm¬ tNmc
C√, IΩ-tf, XSo-Ωev. C∂se tam-¥n-°v FØo Fs‚ tam-fpw Hm-fsS sI-t´ym-\pw -̨ ISn-
™q¬-t∏-‰n-\v h∂Xm Hm-fv, X≈sS ASp-tØ-°v. t -̀Z-s∏´ Hcp Xd-hm-́ o-∂m A-hcv hcvW-
Xv. Chn-SsØ I≈n H∂pw Ah-cpw A-do-ey, Bcpw Ado-ey. Ah-ayw ]p-d-Øm-°m-sX
sIm-≠p-\-S∂p CtX-h-sc. ]Øp-a-Wn-h-sc-s°m-s° ]m-™p-\-S-∂p. F-∂n-t´m, ]m-™Xv
an-®w, tNm-Zn-t°-t≠m-SØv sN-∂m¬ \m-t∏-cn-√. tNm-Zn-°-tWm-S-Øm-sW-¶n¬ In-́ o-Xp-ey.
IΩ-tf, Ip-t´ym-fp-sS Igp-Øp sIm-Øp-tºm-te Rm≥ \n-ßsS c≠p Ipe sIm-Øn.
Nnßw s]-d∂m \n-ß°v Ip-e°v Ipe hm-ßn-Ø-cmw A√ ss]-km-W-®m-tem, AXpw
Xcmw.- \n-ßfv ]tdW kwJy Zm, am-\w-sI-SvØ-cvXv, C√m-tØm-\m-sW-¶n-epw Hcp ]tg X-
d-hm-́ p-Im-c-\m-Wv. sI-SvXym¬- sIm-fp-Øm≥ Igo-WX√ I-Ω-tf, am-\w. \n-ßfv Fs∂
c£n-°-Ww. sN-dp-∏m-sW-¶n-epw \n-ßsf Rm≥ Fs‚ A-—-s\-t]m-se Icp-Xpw.- Iøpw
s\-™Øv sh®v I≈≥ ap-J-tØzm-°n-\n-∂-t∏m, Xcn-®p-\n-∂p IΩfv H-scm-‰-\m-gn-I. A∏-
g-bv°v ]o-Sn-I-°m-cs\ sh-dp-∏n-t®m-Sßn Nn-e-scm-s°. s]m-eo-kn-te°v Hm-Sm-™o-́ v sh-
dfn FSp-tØm-Sßn sN-e-sc-s°. H-c-£cw an-≠t≠ IΩ-fv. HSp-°w I≈s‚ ssI-bpw
]n-Sn-®v ]o-Sn-I-t°m-em-bvΩ-e°v h∂n-́ v ]d-bm-Wv \n-ßfv tI-°-Ww˛ Ip-te-Ω-e°v Nq-≠o-
v́ IΩfv ]-d-bm-Wv htey Im-cyw t]m-se, \n-sø-\n-°v c-≠p-dp-∏nI A[n-Iw Xc-Ww. Rm≥

]d™ Ipe A√ \n-øv sh-́ o-Xv.''- ]®-∏p-fnß ISn® am-Xn-cn Bbn-te h-t∂m-scm-s°! ""-
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A-s∏m i¶-c≥-\m-b-tc, \n-ßfv c≠p Ipe Ch\v hn-‰n-cp-t∂zm?''
""-]n-s∂ hn¬-°m-sX F¥m, Itø-‰m? hn‰ Ipe A√ Ah≥ sh-́ o-Xv. F\n-°n-s∏m In-

´Ww c≠p-dp-∏pI Iq-Sn.''
I-≈\p c≠p-dp-∏n-I-bpw sIm-Sp-Øp. ]Øp-dp-∏nI F-fn-bn-epw Xn-cp-In c≠m-fpw-Iq-Sn

AßSv F-d-ßn-t∏m-hqw sN-bvXp.''
thep Fs‚ ap-J-tØ-bv°p-Xs∂ t\m-°n. C{X-sbm-s° a-lm-a-\-kvIX Im-Wn-°pw

B ]n-ip-°≥-\m-bcv F∂p Rm≥ hn-Nm-cn-®n-cp-∂n√ GXm-bm-epw AXn-\p km£n th-
ep-hp-≠v. th-ep-hn-s‚ k¿-∆-⁄-Xz-Øn-t∂m? i-¶-c≥-\m-bcv Xs∂ ]d-™p-tI´ IY-bm-
bn-cn-°p-tam? F-¶n¬ AXn-s‚ I\w Ip-d-™p. GXm-bm-epw I´n-́ pw I-≈-\m-hmØ B
Xd-hm-Sn-bp-sS \n¿-hr-Xn-sb-∏-‰n-bm-Wv Fs‚ Btem-N\ ]m-™-Xv.

""-A-s∏m-sgbv IΩ-tf,'' Rm≥ DW¿-∂q ""-F -̈]Xv hm-g-sh-®n-́ p-≠v th-ep. CXn-ev Hi-
Øn-°pe \m-ev]-sXÆw i-¶c≥ IΩsS AΩ-bv°p-≈-Xm. B X≈sS aI≥ C\n th-ep-
hm.''

A-tºm, AsXm-cp-Xcw ̀ o-jva-{]-Xn-⁄-bm-bn.
""-am-t\mw hn‰v aÆp-tIm-c≠ th-eq-s\ hn-fn-®n-́ v a-cn-°-tWs‚ Xte-∂m-fm Gev]n-®-Xv.

""-th-tezm,- F -̈]Xv hm-g-sh-°Ww Cs°m-√w. I∂v Chn-sS D≠v. ÿ-temw D-≠v. \m-ev]-
sXÆw th-ep, \m-ev]-sXÆw Rm-\pw.- G‰p-∂q ]-dbq Ft∂m-Sv.''

""-ZÆw am-ds´ IΩ-tf, thep Iq-Sn-t°m-fmw hm-g-sh-bv°m≥.''
""-Rm≥ Cs√-¶n-epw thep hm-g-sh-°-Ww.''
""-thep G‰p. IΩfv Dd-∏n-t®m-fo≥.''
B Hd-∏n-t∑¬-Ø-s∂-bm-Wv IΩfv t]m-b-Xv. thep sh-bv°pw sNbvXp Fº-Xpw.- th-

eq-s‚ Iøn-Ωev tNm-c-tbm-́ mw Ds≠-¶n-ev Ip-e-∏n-°pw Nn-øpw th-epw F-º-Xpw.''
hm-bn-se ap-dp-°m≥ N≠n H∂p ]m-‰n-Øp-∏n thep F-Wo-¡p. Bth-iw-sIm-≠p hn-d-

®n-cp-∂p. B ÿq-em-Im-cw sas√ ssI-t°m-́ n-t∑-te-bv°p Nm-™p. Rm≥ k¶-ev]-Øn-
te-bv°v H∂pw-Iq-Sn-Xm-Wp. Hcp s]-cp-¶-≈-s\-∏n-Sn-®v ssI-t°m-́ n-t∑¬ sI-́ n-bn´ a-l-
Ømb B kvt\-l-Øn-t∑¬ Fs‚ a\ v s]m-cp-∂n-cn-°-bm-Wv. De™ ssX-hm-g∏´
Fs‚ I-hn-fØv sas√ sas√ Dckn at\m-cm-Py-sØ kp-J-io-X-f-am-°n-s°m-≠n-cp-∂p.

""-h-cs´ th-tezm,- CX-ß v́ tam-¥n-t°m''
Rm≥ Xn-cn-™p-t\m-°n. Hcp Nm-b-∏m-{X-hpw c≠p •m- p-am-bn Ahn-tS-bv°p \S-∂p-h-

cn-I-bm-Wv B s]-cpw-t]dp s]‰ hb-dv. a\km \a-kvI-cn-®p Rm≥ F-gp-t∂-‰p-\n-∂p
thep In-f-\n¿-Øn an-≠m-sX I-b-dn-h-∂p. Ahs‚ lr-Zbw \n-d-™n-cn-°-bm-Wv. I-gn-™-
sIm-√w CtX ka-bØv Chn-sS In-fn-®n-cp-∂-hs‚ sXm≠ \\-®p-t]m-∂-Xm-Wv Ah-cp-sS
ssI-Iƒ. Ah¿ Nm-b-∏m-{Xw \n-e-Øp-sh-®p. B ssI-sIm-≠v ap-≠n-s‚ Xp-sº-Sp-Øv \n-
d-™p-\n-∂n-cp∂ IÆp Xp-S-®p. 


